
Digital Content Archiving,Preservation & 
Knowledge Management

Creating an Island of Truth in a Sea of Misinformation
 

 

بَ َوُهۡ ل ق  َءلۡه َنا اّم  ُِ َ  ٞ  ِۡ َۡ لََۡۡ ه هَ ۡۡ
But this is an honored Qur'an

[Inscribed] in a Preserved Slate. (85:21-22)

 

رۡقٱ  ۡأٱ

Read!
(85:21-22)



Digital Preservation & Our Heritage
(Click image below)



Digital Preservation & Our Islamic Legacies



Digital Preservation & Current Realities

• Hamza Chalan-Palestinian Journalist/Film maker

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6XJTd1M7W8



1. We need our own digital space to ensure access to 

what we consider preservation-worthy

2. Most mainstream digital media spaces have policies 

that severely handicap ordinary users 

3. An organised, reliable and practically always 

available content repository will have enormous 

benefits for communites and civil society

4. Future generations will be able to easily find reliable 

authentic content

5. Vetted content providers  and users will be assured 

of access to content.
 

Why do we need to preserve our
digital content?



The Challenge: To Progress or Stagnate?

• We are in a modern technology based society where those who do 
not embrace technology  will be oppressed by it. 

• Those who learn to harness it’s power and develop the systems to 
advance and support it’s society will always have the advantage.

 



Digital Preservation Value Proposition



Examples of  Existing Works

• https://muslimviews.co.za/

• Institute for Palestine Studies

• Electronic Intifada

• Palestine Chronicle

• Palestine Information Network

• Massachusetts Institute of Technology

• DSpace Websites in the World

https://muslimviews.co.za
http://palestine-studies.org
http://electronicintifada.net
http://palestinechronicle.com
http://palestineinfo.org
https://dspace.mit.edu/
https://dspace.org/registry/


To what extent can we trust the information feeds?

• Trust is the foundation of society. It informs and lubricates all transactions and is key to human connection and

• relationships. But it’s dangerous to operate with default trust in our digital environment.

• If you trust that every news article in your news feed represent an unbiased collection of what you most need to see, you will

• end up misinformed.

•  We are being targeted by coordinated and well-funded campaigns to capture our attention, trick us into amplifying messages, and bend us 
to the will of states and other powerful forces

• We are operating in a complex and rapidly evolving information ecosystem. It requires an equally evolving approach built on testing our 
assumptions, tracking and anticipating issues/adversaries. 

• The vulnerabilities in our digital and data-driven world requires us to question and scrutinize every aspect of it and apply our skills to help 
guide the public to accurate, trustworthy information.



What is a Digital Repository Solution

• A digital repository solution is

• A combination of people, processes 
and technologies

• Which together provide the means 
to: 

• Capture (Get it)
• Process (Check it)
• Preserve & (Store it)
• Provide controlled access to the 

preserved material (Share it)

• DSpace Site (Example)

https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/home


Video

Almost

www.dspace.org

http://www.dspace.org


• A secure searcheable digital repository.
• Curated publicly accessible section.
• Private section for registered users.
• Archival standards based ( Dublin Core ) Metadata.
• Role and permission based access control 
   and user management.
• Ability to create communities, collections 
   and custom catagories.
• and much more...   



• DSpace is a web application, allowing researchers and scholars to publish documents and data. 
While DSpace shares some feature overlap with content management systems and document 
management systems, the DSpace repository software serves a specific need as a digital archives 
system, focused on the long-term storage, access and preservation of digital content.

• DSpace preserves and enables easy and open access to all types of digital content including text, 
images, moving images, mpegs and data sets.  And with an ever-growing community of 
developers, committed to continuously expanding and improving the software, each DSpace 
installation benefits from the next.

• DSpace, the software and the community, is one of the largest of its kind spanning the globe in 
usage for 20+ years.



DSpace Demo

• Homepage-General & Registered Users
• Communities/Collections
• Upload an Item
• Search
• Downloading an item
• Statistics



Intro to Kanban





• A secure searcheable Kanban Board.
• Private & publicly accessible section.
• Private section for registered users.
• Role and permission based access control 
   and user management.
• Ability to create communities, collections 
   and custom catagories.
• and much more...   



• Wekan is a web application (based on the Kanban methodology), allowing researchers and scholars to manage 
content, projects, information & intellectual property. While Wekan shares some feature overlap with project 
management systems and content management systems, Wekan software can serve a specific need as a  self-
hosted, secure digital archives system, project support system, flexible content management system , focused on 
the long-term availability, access and preservation of digital content.

• Wekan preserves and enables easy and open access to many types of digital content including text, pdfs, images, 
moving images & productivity output. It also has many knowledge management features such as issue 
managment & tracking, productivity process management & communication tracking.  

• The Wekan community is a very active community committed to providing the solution as free and opensource.  



Challenges & Issues
• Capability
• Governance-( DP Policy, Terms of Use)
• Organisational-(Structure-Roles & 
Responsibilities)

• Legal-(Copyright, Software Licensing & 
Contractual)

• Security
• Access
• Data sovereignity
• Infrastructure/Media Obsolescence
• Longterm sustainability



1. There’s a number of solutions available, 

implemented accross a broad spectrum of 

organisations and institutions.

2. There’s also a lot of information out there  

3. A pilot grogramme, proof of concept can be 

initiated.

4. alternative technologies can be identified and 

leveraged

5. Advocacy, education, organisation and mobilisation 

programmes can be launched.

What is currently available
 and can be done?



Shukran
2025
●  Doing Things Differently, Doing Things Better  ●

Let us be the Vanguard of our Islamic Heritage, in Truth, In Justice & in CyberSpace

Digital Presevation Advocacy Session

For: Community Members

Cape Town

17:00am to 18:00pm

Saturday 23 November 2024

All Thanks & Praise be to Allah swt. 
May Allah Accept all our efforts and 
let us always be in His service every 
day...



Content Verification
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